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CHQ 
TECHNOCRACY 


INC. 


to:      W.  R.  Fryers,  Treas. 
11353-A 


August  28,  1984 


subject:  Your  Recent  Letter 

1.  We  have  your  short  note  referring  to  Jack  Catran's  book,  "Is  there 
Intelligent  Life  on  Earth?"   Please  be  advised  that  the  author 
sent  CHQ  a  copy  of  his  book  quite  some  time  ago,  asking  Technocracy 
to  review  it  in  one  of  the  Field  Magazines.   He  also  phoned  CHQ 
and  we  talked  at  some  length.   CHQ  declined  to  review  it  as  not 
being  suitable  for  recommendation  to  the  Field. 

2.  This  book  has  been  floating  around  among  the  members  ever  since 
it  was  published.   We  are  enclosing  copies  of  correspondence  with 
Lois  Scheel,  Chief  of  Staff  of  12245-3,  on  this  subject  which  re- 
veals CHQ ' s  position. 

3.  May  we  compliment  you  on  your  keen  analysis  of  Jack  Catran's  book? 


rohn  T.  Spttler 
Continental  Director 


JTS/skb 
Encl. 


ADORESS:  CONTINENTAL  HEADQUARTERS.  TECHNOCRACY  INC..  SAVANNAH.  OHK3-U874 
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11515  39  Ave., 
Edmonton,  Alts. 

2  Feb  81 


John  rnube, 

1400  E.  Cotati  Ave.,  H, 

Itohnert  Par*,  CA.  94928. 

Greetings  John: 

I  H'-YE  REi'D  the  book  you  sent  and  had  better  make  an  attempt  at 
commenting  on  it  before  I  lose  track  of  it  and  default  entirely.  It 
seems  I  have  a  lot  of  things  to  keep  me  busy,  one  way  and  another. 

But  first  I  am  sure  you  have  hean^that  John  Sheldon  died, on  13th 
January  it  was  I  believe.   I  learned  about  it  yesterday  when  John  Waring 
ohoned  me  from  Washington,  D.C.   Its  a  jolt,  both  to  me,  and  to  the 
organization.   I  knew  John  casually  in  Winnipeg,  before  he  went  to  HQ. 
And  I  visited  HQ  3  times,  so  became  fairly  well  acquainted  with  him  and 
his  work,   I  cannot  assess  what  thi3  loss  means  to  Technocracy.   It  will 
be  severe,  to  say  the  least.  He  was  Scott's  Man  Friday,  his  alter  ego 
almost,  for  many  years.  The  brain  tumor  that  almost  got  him  when  Scott 
was  still  alive,  finally  felled  him,  I  understand.   Technocracy  does  not 
have  martyrs  in  the  sense  of  being  victims  of  persecution  end  abuse,  as 
far  ps  I  know.   But  it  has  martyrs  in  the  sense  of  individuals  who  have  given 
up  their  entire  lives  to  a  selfless  devotion  to  the  cause.  Sheldon  was 
one  such. 

It  seems  that  this  organization  is  being  virtually  decimated  by 
deaths  lately  and  not  much  response  from  new  generations  of  the  public 
to  carry  on.  On  more  than  one  occasion  Sheldon  asked  for  suggestions 
on  how  to  revitalize  the  organization.  I  suppose  suggestions  were  made 
but  nothing  much  was  accomplished.  It  seems  we  need  new  organizational 
leadership  and  techniques  of  the  highest  calibre  if  we  are  to  survive.         ^ 
Somehow  we  seem  to  be  a  remnant  of  the  past.  Somehow  I  dont  seem  to  see./UM^uTsJL 
frh<*4  coming  from  HQ  alone.  Nor  from  the  scattered  remnants  of  units  in 
the  Field.  Would  strategy  sessions  do  any  good?  Would  the  injection  of 
substantial  amounts  of  money  help?  Would  a  concerted  program  of  institu- 
tionalizing the  organization  be  appropriate?  Would  an  advertising  or 
promotional  campaign  by  professionals  be  considered?  Would  a  si^ey  of 
our  'market'  give  us  any  information  on  how  the  public  regards  us,  and 
how  we  can  reach  the  public?  Would  local,  regional,  national  and  con- 
tinental planning  sessions  help?  Should  we  have  more  of  an  hierarchical 
structure?  Whatever  it  is  that  we  are  doing,  it  doesnt  seem  to  be  working. 

We  now  find  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  times  of  crisis  and  challenge. 
We  approach  the  'moment  of  truth'  for  which  we  have  been  waiting.  Is  our 
job  already  over?  Is  the  struggle  lost?  Or  is  it  just  beginning?  I  seem 
to  exist  in  a  vacuum  with  hardly  anyone  to  talk  to  or  reason  with.  And 
yet  what  we  have  to  say  is  urgently  required  to  be  said.  Who  else  will 
say  it? 
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Now  about  that  book;  "Is  There  Intelligent  Life  on  Sarth?",  by  Jack 
Catran.  Catran  seems  to  have  3  main  themes  that  he  is  pushing. l)He  is  trying 
to  shoot  down  the  UFOlogistsj  the  iddbexxnxfimbfr  phILQ30ohers  who  want  to 
postulate  and  look  for  Intelligent  _Life  in  Outer  jBpa  jej  and  all  the  managerie 
of  Science  Fiction  devotees  and  writers.  While  I  sympathize  to  large  degree 
with  his  purposes  in  this  regard,  I  dont  think  it  is  worth  the  attention  he 
gives  it.   He  is  including  some  legitimate  research  activities  along  with 
the  fantasies.   And  he  is  not  technically  competent  to  make  final  judgements. 
There  is  pretty  good  evidence  that  organic^flolecules  do  occur  widely  in  the 
cosmos  and  that  carbon  is  the  keystone  of  life.   The  immense  variety  of  en- 
vironments throughout  the  universe  allows  a  creditable  possibility  of  life 
arising  elsewhere  than  on  earth,  and  that  basiclly  similar  evolutionary 
influences  &ould  prevail.  The  search  for  the  chain  of  life  goes  on  here 
on  earth  as  well  as  tentatively  in  space.   The  continuity  of  evolution  is 
being  raoidly  filled  in.   All  that  is  legitimate  science.   But  it  should 
not  be  overemphasized  at  the  expense  of  other  intiatives.   The  speculation 
that  there  is  'intelligent'  life  elsewhere  and  that  we  can  make  contact 
with  it  is  a  projection  of  a  higher  order  and  a  lower  probability.  If 
we  accept  that  the  earth  is  some  ^billion  years  old  and  that  our  intelli- 
gent type  civilization  is  but  a  very  recent  development,  we  have  a 
measure  of  the  time  it  takes  for  the  whole  course  of  evolution  to  take 
place.  Remembering  that  most  of  the  cosmos  is  millions  of  light  years 
removed  from  us,  we  may  be  looking  much  too  far  back  on  the  time  scale 
of  the  universe  to  expect  to  find  anything  so  sophisticated  as  'intellli- 
gent'  life,  even  if  it  were  to  exist  at  this  time. 

A  second  pre-committment  that  Cetran  has  made  is  to  endose  B.F. Skinner's 
Behaviourism  in  to to,  and  to  discard  all  other  constructions  of  'human 
nature  '  and  activity.   I  ;<m  advised  by  academics  here  that  Skinner  is 
indeed  a  very  important  psychologist,  perhaps  the  greatest  in  the  recent 
development  of  the  discipline.   Bat  it  is  by  no  means  agreed  that  he 
displaces  nil  other  concepts  which  we  find  useful.   In  some  ways  it  boils 
down  to  a  pointless  argument  in  the  area  of  semantics  -  the  definitions 
and  m^aningsp^  words.  Catran  wants  to  avoid  words  such  as:  'purpose,  ad- 
vanced, intelligence,  man's  superior  brain,  communic?: tions ,   words  without 
correlates  in  the  real  world'.   He  condemns  the  phlLOSoohers  for  using  some 
tfords  iiiotv  'race,  alien  civilizations,  interstellar  communications,  trans- 
mitting theV  history  and  knowledge,  thejp  advanced  cultures,  are  woolly- 
headed  thinking,  uring  dintortiwe  non-scientific  language  which  has  no 
meaning  in  the  real  world.',  (p. 29).  Further,  on  page  ij+'.      'Extraterrestrial^, 
possess  intelligence,  skills,  intentions,  abjl ities,  reason,  a  will  to 
live,  attitudes r   knowledge,  jcari  wisdom,  drives,  beliefs,  and  a  desjre  to 
communic-'  te.   In  the  modern  view,  those  terms  do  not  even  apply  to  man.1 
Agpin  on  page  ?0:   ,;/e  must  dinc-'.rd  all  our  old  nations  of  intelligence, 
moods,  fantasia ".  thoughts ,  motivations,  skill",  beliefs,  defenses,  offenses. 
sublimation ,  elation,  memory,  instinct,  desire,  extrovert,  introvert*  ego. 
id,  conflict,  will ,  apprehension,  anxiety,  depression,  schizophrenia,  and 
libedo. '   it  seems  to  me  that  Catran  has  gone  off  the  deep  end,  trying  to 
destroy  concepts  that  will  only  have  to  be  replaced  by  new  words  with" 
coirprrable  meaning?.   I  dont  know  much  about  behaviourism,  fcxi  nor  the 
particular  words  and  meanings  which  it  introduces.  Few  peoole  would  know. 
In  the  meantime,  until  new  words  and  concepts  work  their  way  into  the 
language  and  r<re  supported  by  their  widely  accepted  utility,  then  we 
may  *s  well  use  the  ones  in  hand.   I  am  tempted  to  soy  of  Catran:   'A 
little  knowledge  is  a  dan 'erou:-'  thin,-1;'. 
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The  third  theme  pushed  by  Catran  is  the  'technocratic'  one.  He  has 
indeed  stolen  much  of  the  body  of  thought  that  we  recognize  as  Howard  Scott's 
'Technocracy ',  even  down  to  the  'energy  certificate'.  I  say  stolen  because 
he  expounds  it  as  his  own,  and  very  obscurely  gives  some  indirect  credit 
for  unspecified  material  to  Howard  Scott,  Hilton  Ivy  and  Technocracy. 

Considering  his  total  presentation  in  this  book,  I  am  further  tempted 
to  echo  Scott:  "  We  would  rather  be  recommended  by  our  enemas  than  con- 
demned by  our  friends.".   In  this  case,  if  Catran  is  a  friend  he  has  sure 
muddied  up  his  presentation  with  a  lot  of  irrelevant  material  that  is  both 
distorted  and  poorly  presented.  As  you  say:   "The  book  isn't  that  good". 

You  specifically  asked  about  Catran' s  classification  of  Newton's 
Classical  Physics  as  Myth,  now  yeilding  to  the  'Liberating  Tool'  of 
Einstein's  Relativity,  (page  183).  Just  to  check  and  confirm  my  own 
view  0**  this,  I  contacted  the  Head  of  the  T'hy3ics  Dept.  here  at  the 
University  of  Alberta.   We  were  in  agreement  that  Newton's  physics'  lldcud^ 
were  still  perfectly  valid  within  their  frame  of  reference  -  3  framework 
that  includes  most  of  our  technology  and  the  macro-bhysios  of  the  world 
that  we  normally  live  in.  The  Einstein  frame  of  reference  is  sub-atomic ; 
an  extension  of  physical  science  beyond  the  Newtonian,  not  displacing  it. 
Newton  is  still  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  minds  of  science,  allow- 
ing for  the  ^imitations  of  his  time. 

Catran's  'Catalog  of  Myths'  is  full  of  distortions,  errors,  etc,  which 
is  not  surprising,  considering  the  rest  of  the  book.  On  the  Jacket  of  the 
book,  Catran  is  described  as  "a  scientist  with  many  years  of  experience  in 

the  aerospace  industry where  he  specialized  in  the  design  of  life  support 

and  man-mac£[ne  systems".   I  question  whether  he  has  any  acceptable  credits 
as  a  conventionally  qualified  scientist/.   His  work  does  not  show  it.   I 
would  guess  he  is  a  practical  type  of  man,  very  skilful,  and  very  intelligent, 
but  only  partially  knowledgeable.   But  notably  ego-centric,  and  does  not 
hesitfite  to  prescribe  his  mode  of  thinking  for  everyone.  Fortunately 
it  is  a  oersonal  book  and  a  personal  statement,  and  only  that. 

I  guess  I  sound  pretty  antagonistic  to  Catran  and  his  book.   In  retro- 
spect, though,  I  am  inclined  to  be  more  indulgent  and  allow  that  his  book 
is  a  thrust  in  a  generally  constructive  direction.   I  discussed  the  book 
at  one  of  our  meetings.   The  few  members  present  seemed  quite  interested 
and  a  couple  want  to  read  the  book.   Jack  Gregory,  the  engineer,  thought 
Catran  should  be  encouraged  to  write  a  book  about  Technocracy,  and  sug- 
gested I  write  him  to  that  effect.  I  sidestepped  that  assignment  by  sayinK 
I  would  suggest  that  you  peoole  in  California  are  more  favorably  dituated 
to  approach  Catran  if  you  think  it  a  worthwhile  idea.   In  any  case,  there 
is  the  suggestion. 

I  m  sure  I've  said  enough  on  this  subject/twhen  I  dont  want  to  set 
myself  up  as  any  kind  of  an  authority  or  judge.   As  with  Catran,  it  is    ^  • 
just  my  own  tentative  opinion/  that  I  »ve  set  down  here,  for  what  41wbwe  tA  .4.^ 

worth.  J 


Walt  vryers.     J 
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Lois  Scheel,  Chie f-of-Staf f 
12245-3 


February  22,  1983 


"Is  There  Intelligent  Life  On  Earth?" 

We  have  your  two  page  letter  defending  Jack  Catran's  book  and  scold- 
ing CHC.for  not  giving  it  "front  page  news"  treatment.   As  we  stated 
in  our  letter  of  January  29  we  do  not  object  to  any  member  reading 
the  book  or  adding  it  to  his  or  her  library.   But  as  it  really  does 
not  add  anything  to  the  store  of  knowledge  Technocracy  already  has 
we  cannot  officially  review  or  recommend  it.   Mere  expression  of 
approval  of  Technocracy  is  hardly  a  reason. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  Catran  had  great  fun  in  writing  his  book.   He 
obviously  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  researching,  not  only  the  portions 
that  deal  with  "extra-terrestrial  life"  but  reading  and  studying 
Technocracy's  literature.   Extrapolating  from  Technocracy's  litera- 
ture and  projecting  life  in  a  Technate  was  and  is  amusing  and  good 
mental  calisthenics.   Unfortunately  it  comes  close  to  the  same  errors 
and  pitfalls  that  he  excoriates  in  the  "phlLOSophers"  who  spend  so 
much  time  and  money  on  seeking  life  in  outer  space.   On  page  46 
Catran  himself  puts  the  "phlLOSophers"  in  proper  perspective  when 
he  says:  "Looking  back  from  50  years  from  now,  what  the  "phlLOSophers 
are  now  saying  will  appear  childish.   The  intelligent  lives  they 
are  hoping  to  find  do  not  exist,  in  space  or  on  earth."   By  the 
same  token  it  is  difficult  to  describe  or  define  what  life  would  be 
like  in  a  Technate,  having  no  "fulcrum"  from  which  to  view  it. 

When  it  comes  to  semantics  we  would  like  to  recommend  to  you  Stuart 
Chases' s  "Tyranny  of  Words,"   Alfred  Korzybski's  "Science  and  Sanity," 
and  Edwin  Newman's  "Strictly  Speaking."   There  are  others,  but  these 
come  to  mind  first.   These  are  "down  to  earth"  (please  pardon  the  pun) 
books  which  you  may  find  just  as  fascinating  as  Catran's  play  on  words 
and  phrases. 


Please  be  assured  that  we  are  not  in  anyway  denigrating  Catran's 
efforts.   We  do  appreciate  his  sense  of  humor.   We  are  merely  pointing 
out  that  because  he  has  published  a  book  that  mentions  the  name 
of  the  founder  of  Technocracy  and  the  early  pioneers  of  the  Organization 
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does  not  necessarily  give  it  priority.   We  are  appreciative  of 
his  favorable  comments  about  the  Organization.   After  50  years 
of  getting  nothing  but  brickbats  from  all  sides,  it  is  indeed 
refreshing  to  have  some  one  throw  bouquets  for  a  change.   We 
certainly  do  not  wish  to  alienate  him  (as  we  have  you,  seemingly), 
but  in  all  honesty  we  cannot  recommend  his  book  or  review  it  in 
the  Field  Magazines.   We  can  only  view  it  as  an  exercise  in  mental 
gymnastics . 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  not  the  approval  of  Technocracy 
that  will  bring  about  its  installation.   It  will  be  the  march  of 
physical  events  that  will  force  the  issue.   As  Howard  Scott  has 
said  so  succinctly:   "What's  going  to  compel  the  majority  and 
what's  going  to  educate  them,  is  not  the  schools  or  Technocracy, 
it's  going  to  be  the  force  majeure  of  events."   He  also  said  that 
the  majority  will  be  dragged  kicking  and  screaming  into  a  new  order 
of  things. 

We  will  now  try  to  give  you  a  mental  picture  of  CHO.   John  T.  Spitler, 
of  course,  is  the  Continental  Director.   Stephen  A  Gruber  is  in 
charge  of  general  maintenance;   I,  Stella  Block,  serve  as  Treasurer 
of  the  Organization  and  do  much  of  the  secretarial  work.   Helen 
Marian  (Mrs.  John  Spitler),  since  John  Sheldon's  death,  has  been 
functioning  in  the  Division  of  Organization.   This  constitutes  the 
staff  at  CHO  at  the  present  time.   Besides  this,  we  have  a  Contin- 
ental Board  of  twelve  members  who  do  not  reside  at  CHQ  but  who  meet 
(or  send  in  their  proxies)  twice  a  year.   If  you  will  consult  your 
BL&GR,  page  4,E,  and  page  5,  F,  you  will  find  a  complete  explanation 
of  the  operation  of  the  Continental  Board.   All  the  members  of  the  B 
Board  are  long  time  Technocrats  and  well  qualified  to  serve. 

Both  John  and  Helen  Spitler  serve  without  pay.   Myself  and  Stephen 
Gruber  are  on  a  maintenance  allowance  of  $47.00  a  week,  before  taxes. 
We  have  been  in  the  Organization  now  since  19  39.   You  ask  the 
qualifications  of  "Helen  Marian."   Before  coming  to  CHO,  John  Spitler 
was  Director  of  the  Detroit  Section,  8342-1,  for  many  years.   Helen 
had  been  a  tireless  functionary  in  Section  activities  since  it  was 
chartered  in  the  late  thirties.   She  was  one  of  the  members  (Fern 
Bedard  was  the  other)  who  was  instrumental  in  getting  speakers  into 
schools  and  colleges  in  the  Detroit  area.   Her  study  of  Technocracy 
has  never  ceased.   She  is  indeed  well  qualified  to  review  Mr.  Catran's 
book. 
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The  location  of  Savannah,  Ohio,  is  of  little  import.   On  a  larger 
scale  map  you  will  find  it  about  8  miles  NNE  of  Ashland,  Ohio, 
which  is  80  miles  ENE  from  the  state  capital,  Columbus,  and  about 
70  miles  WSW  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  (the  largest  city  in  Ohio).   This 
area  is  just  on  the  fringe  of  the  Western  Reserve,  which  if  you 
know  your  hiiory, was  a  large  tract  of  lard  in  northern  Ohio  set 
aside  for  the  victims  of  the  Revolutionary  War  from  Connecticut. 

7.    As  we  have  stated  in  our  previous  correspondence,  yourtalents 

show  through  in  all  your  writing.   Perhaps  you  can  be  persuaded 
to  direct  that  talent  to  researching  and  writing  articles  for  the 
Field  Magazines.   They  would  appreciate  it  and  so  would  CHO. 


Stella  Block,  for  the 
Division  of  Organization 
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February  22,  1983 
CONTINENTAL  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  TECHNOCRACY  INC. 

John  T.  Spitler,  MAL,  Continental  Director,  CHQ 

James  W.  Kirk,  MAL,  Secretary,  Pittsburgh,  PA. 

Stella  K.  Block,  MAL,  Treasurer,  CHQ 

Howard  M.  Andersen,  MAL,  New  Port  Richey,  FL 

William  E.  Adams,  Director,  11833-2,  Long  Beach,  CA 

F.  J.  Burgess,  Director,  8342-1,  Detroit,  MI 

John  C.  Darvil,  Director,  12349-1,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Wm.  G.  Clements,  Organizer,  9749-A,  Winnipeg,  Man. 

Reo  McCaslin,  Director,  12237-1,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Ray  Segars,  Director,  11734-2,  Colton,  CA. 

Philip  Whitmore,  MAL,  Orlando,  FL. 

Vernon  E.  Carter,  8041-A,  was  counsel  for  the  organization  until  his 
death  on  January  21,  1983.   He  has  not  been  replaced  as  yet, 


Addenda:   Orin  Gray,  Director  of  8141-3,  Akron,  Ohio,  has  since  been 
selected  to  replace  Vernon  Carter.   (8-28-84  -  CHQ) 
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Book  -  Jack  Catran 

It  is  always  difficult  to  find  words  of  caution  and  restraint 
particularly  if  it  should  concern  a  person  like  yourself  — 
articulate  and  so  prolific  in  your  letter  writing.   But  your 
enthusiasm  for  Jack  Catran* s  book,  "Is  There  Intelligent  Life 
on  Earth?"  must  be  subject  to  some  dampening. 

Mr.  Catran  sent  a  copy  of  his  book  to  CHQ  over  a  year  ago  for 
review.   The  staff  here  raad  it  critically.   The  enclosed 
review  by  one  of  the  staff  is  enclosed.   Although  CHC  does 
appreciate  Mr.  Catran' s  support  of  Technocracy,  it  just  is  not 
enough  for  a  full  review  of  the  book.   He  goes  off  in  too  many 
other  directions  such  as  discussing  life  on  ther  planets.   Tech- 
nocracy has  always  contented  that  our  problems  are  here  on  earth, 
and  must  be  solved  here.   To  divert  attention  in  other  directions 
such  as  speculation  about  life  on  other  planets  is  a  waste  of  time 

This  is  not  to  say  that  any  member  wishing  to  purchase  the  book 
for  his  or  her  own  library  is, after  all,  their  own  business  so 
to  speak.   Put  officially  this  book  is  not  approved  for  general 
reading. 


CHC 

Technocracy  Inc. 
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'  '■  i     DECLARATION  OF  SUPPORT 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  unfair  and  inappropriate  for  the 

University  of  Alberta  to  evict  the  Edmonton  Unit  of  Technocracy  Inc. 

from  their  long- tine  rented  premises  at  9203 .S  112th  St.,  in  the 
HUB  Mall. 

This  declaration  does  not  imply,  necessarily,  my  concurrence 
with  Technocracy's  thesis.  It  does  imply  my  support  for  their  right 
to  present  their  subject-  in  the  academic/commercial  environment  of 
their  present  (and  long-time)  premises,  subject  to  financial  arrange- 
ments satisfactory  to  the  University. 


(Position) 


(Your  signature) 


"           -  — ■-    ..                -  -    1             __ 

Notes     Please  return  signed 

—         i 
statement  to: 

Board  of  Governors, 

Unit  A,  R.D.   11353, 

University  Kail,     .                      OR 

Technocracy  Inc., 

University  of  Alberta,                TO 

9203.3       112th  St., 

Edmonton,  Alta. 

Edmonton,   Alta. 

T6G  2J9 

T6G  2C5 

5/8/83 
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NOTICE 


T  0 


V  A  G  A  T  E  li 


The  Edmonton  office  of  Technocracy  Inc.  has  hsen   given  Notice  to  Vacate 
its  rented  office  at  9203.3  112th  St.,  in  The  HUB  Mall  on  the  University  Campus. 

Our  appeal  to  the  office  of  the  Vice-President  of  Facilities  and  Services 
has  been  denied.  Our  final  recourse  is  now  The  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
University.  You  can  support  our  case. 

We  have  been  over  six  years  in  this  location  and  have  been  acknowledged 
to  be  model  tenants.  The  ground  cited  for  our  eviction  is  that  the  Mall  is 
to  be  used  for  mercantile  tenants  only.  This  new  policy  is  not  only  to  be  ap- 
plied to  new  applicants  for  space  but  is  also  being  made  retroactive  against 
our  present  and  continuing  tenure,  which  we  submit  is  unfair.  We  have  inves- 
ted a  great  deal  of  time,  money  and  effort  in  establishing  our  location,  not 
only  on  a  community  basis  but  province-wide  and  continent-wide. 

Although  this  policy  appears  to  have  an  economic  purpose,  we  have  been 
given  no  alternative  choice  based  on  increased  revenue  to  the  University, 
which  we  might  be  willing  and  able  to  meet. 

Aside  from  commercial  considerations,  we  have  been  supplying  a  unique 
service  to  the  academic  resources  of  the  University.  The  body  of  thought 
constituted  under  the  title  'Technocracy1  is  nowhere  else  presented  to  the 
academic  community  or  the  general  public  in  this  area.   It  is  a  volunteer 
contribution  which  we  think  should  not  be  extinguished. 

To  our  knowledge  Technocracy  is  the  only  fundamental  new  approach  to 
the  economics  of  a  high-energy  society;  to  the  problem  of  abundant  production 
and  diminishing  man-hours.   It  is  unique  in  that  it  originated  and  is  pri- 
marily applicable  in  the  North  American  context.   It  presents  a  technological 
solution  to  our  pervasive  technological  problems  at  the  same  time  recognizing 
the  social  implications  of  our  fast-advancing  technology. 

Freedom  to  make  such  a  presentation  within  the  University  community  is  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  particularly  in  these  uncertain  time3.  Quali- 
fied members  of  this  Unit  have  given  lectures  on  request  in  various  departments, 
including  Economics,  Sociology,  Anthropology,  Fhilosophy,  Industrial  Arts,  and 
in  the  Faculty  of  Education. 

Our  case  does  not  rest  only  upon  the  economic  equity  involved  but  also 
importantly  upon  the  academic  and  intellectual  rights  and  freedoms  which  we 
are  upholding  until  such  time  as  the  University  provides  appropriate  recog- 
nition and  accommodation  for  the  body  of  thought  of  Technocracy.  Of  course 
we  are  agreeable  to  supplementing  our  present  rental  to  put  it  on  a  comparable 
basis  with  other  commercial  tenants. 

Whether  you  support  the  thesis  of  Technocracy  or  not,  if  you  support  our 
case  for  continuing  tenancy  in  The  HUB  Mall,  complete  the  attached  form  and 
mail  or  deliver  it  to  one  of  the  addresses  shown.  Your  intercession  on  our 
behalf  is. vital  to  our  contemporary  survival  as  a  public  entity  in  Edmonton. 


H)aMt 


±Q_ 


5th  August  1983. 


Walter  Fryers/  Treas., 
for  Unit  A,  R.D  11353, 
Technocracy  Inc. 
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Five  ^inute  Talk  on  Technocracy 
for  GJSR 

Hello  again  1  This  is  Walt  Fryers  with  another  short  talk  on 
Technocracy. 

If  you  are  like  the  average  Canadian  and  American,  you  are  probably  very 
skeptical  about  what  you  read  and  hear  via  the  media.  And  you  probably  have 
little  respect,  if  not  outright  disdain,  for  what  our  political  leaders  tell 
us.   Opinion  surveys  confirm  these  attitudes.  And  no  wonder.  TbQifaaeaBXJttKBbsxx. 
At  least  since  1968  we  have  been  fed  a  steady  diet  of  lies  and  myths  about 
inflation,  as  an  example.  We  were  told  inflation  would  be  'wrestled  to  the 
ground1;  that  next  year  would  be  better;  that  we  would  soon  turn  the  corner; 
that  it  was  just  a  temporary  result  of  high  oil  prices;  and  so  on.  Nowhere 
in  this  avalanche  of  words  was  the  real  prospect  and  the  basic  cause  xshnitiKix 
presented. 

There  arey/'few  sources  of  hard  information  still  able' to  tell  it  'like 
it  is1.  One  of  these  is  Technocrady.  From  its  formal  inception  in  1933 
Technocracy  has  correctly  analyzed  the  progression  of  a  mature  Price  System 
to  its  ultimate  collapse.  There  are  two  fundamental  requirements  for  the 
operation  of  a  healthy  Price  System:  one  is  a  condition  of  constant  growth 

4m  A***    ^.<Lh  -ft  «4^ 

such  as  i0&  provided  Aby  expanding  frontiers,   colonial  development  and  wars   of 
expansion;      the   other  is  a   condition  of  scarcity.     Throughout  most  of  Man's 
history  the  requirement  of  general  scarcity  has  been  s  natural  and  endemic 

circumstance  of  social  life.      But  not  in  America   today.      Part  of  America's 

auA 

problem  is  &m   achievement  of  technological  abundance.  Consequently  the 

economic  environment  we  now  find  ourselves  in  is  one  of  enforced  scarcity; 
curtailment  of  production;  closing  down  of  factories;  masses  of  unemployed; 
marketing  boards  to  cor&ol  production;  outright  destruction  of  commodities; 
one-way  export  programs  to  give  away  the  surplus;  and  so  on. 
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The  other  requirement  for  a  successful  Price  System  that  I  mentioned 
previously  is  the  condition  of  constant  growth;  or  better  still  exponential 
growth,  where  the  rate  of  growth  itself  grows.  Those  days  are  over  for  North 
AmericaiM,in  a  physical  sense.   There  is  no  argument  a  tout  this.  Even  by 
such  an  ambiguous  measure  as  the  GNP  (Gross  National  Product)  or  by  the  GDP 
(Gross  Domestic  Product)  we  have  reached  a  stagnation  point  in  both  Canada  and 
United  States.    In  some  ways  we  have  entered  a  period  of  negative  growth. 
Railways  are  in  decline.  Airlines  have  passed  their  peak.  Frantically  we 
look  for  growth  in  new  industries!  such  as  electronics.  They  barely  make  up 
for  the  declines  in  other  industries.  PUt^U^A    ^Acrutft   Aju<?  ^A^^aOX   . 

But  there  is  one  facet  of  our  economy  that  continues  to  grov;  -  that  is 
the  debt  structure  and  the  money  supply  required  to  service  it.  Debt  and 
credit  are  the  two  sides  of  the  same  coin.  For  every  Borrower  there  is  a 
lender.  And  every  debt  must  earn  its  keep  -  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  it. 
If  the  interest  is  defaulted,  the  debt  is  in  effect  repudiated  and  becomes 
worthless.  The  North  American  economy  has  been  kept  alive  for  the  last 
decade  or  more  by  massive  injection  of  purchasing  power  and  credit  created 
©r  guaranteed  by  the  federal  governments  of  Canada  and  U.S.  In  part  this 
is  done  simply  by  printing  more  money.  In  part  by  arranging  guaranteed 
loans  and  credits,  which  amounts  te  almost  the  same  thing.   If  this  had 
not  been  done,  the  entire  debt  (or  credit)  structure  would  have  collapsed 
long  since.  But  the  inevitable  consequence  of  this  desperate  measure 
has  been  inflation.  When  growth  levels  off,  as  it  has  done,  but  the 
debt  structure  continues  to  grow,  then  prices  must  go  up  to  provide  the 
additional  means  required  to  service  the  burgeoning  debt.  That  is  in- 
flation. 

Sometimes  we  are  told  that  inflation  is  the  result  of  too  much  money 
chaj^sing  tw»  tr»  goods,  and  that  we  should  therefore  produce  more  goods. 
Unfortunately  we  already  have  a  surplus  of  goods^  .^UWWgfK  Our  inflation 
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in  America  is  not  the  classical  kind  that  occurs  with  unavoidable  scarcity. 
Ours  is  a  new  kind  -  a  managed  or  engineered  kind  -  occurring  in  the  midst  i 
of  abundance,  and  is  simply  the  only  remaining  method  to  validate  an  expanding 

e^tLsHioAJwt (v*-  *U<&iAAcvncL-  <>/  fordid? 

debt  structure,-  .  But  managed  or  not,  it  cannot  continue  indefinitely.   It  is 
also  characteristic  of  a  Price  System  that  the  majority  holders  of  debt  claims 
continually  enhance  their  holdings  at  the  expense  of  consumers  generally.  The 
government  cannot  and  will  not  for  ever/  subsidize  these  concentrations  of 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  man  in  the  street.   It  would  not  work,  politically. 

So  what  will  happen  now?  There  will  be  desperate  measures  by  governments 
to  halt  the  growth  of  fcia  federal  debts  and  to  'balance  the  budget'.  That  is 
what  the  new  Reagan  administration  ix  says  it  will  attempt.  Their  token 
effort  is  mainly  a  matter  of  curtailing  welfare  x>i   and  social  support 
programs.  iixirajaxjudgDcfRiixiEraxKKdy^  It  is  a  safe 

bet  that  it  will  fail.   But  regardless  of  its  success  or  failure,  it  will 
not  solve  the  basic  economic  dilemma  of  America.  As  purchasing  power 
withers,  social  stability  will  suffer,  and  social  change  will  eventually 
become  mandatory,  no  matter  who  is  in  power.  This  decade  promises  to  see 
the  final  denouement  of  the  North  American  Price  System. 

Only  Technocracy  has  a  design  to  handle  the  North  American  technological 
economy  -  a  non-grice  System  -  an  energy  based  system  of  operation  which  will 
priviae  both  security  and  abundance  t©  every  citizen  of  North  America. 

Time  growsshort.  You/  are  invited,  indeed,  urged,  to  investigate  Technocracy 
and  lend  a  hand  to  ensure  that  the  public  has  this  information  and  this 
opportunity  to  do  something  about  America's  economic  problems. 
This  is  Walt  Fryers  .-  till  next  week. 

.  30  _ 


17  Feb  31 


Walt  Fryers, 

for  Unit  A,  R.D.  11353, 

Technocracy  Inc. 
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12  Feb  81 
Five  Minute  Talk  on  Techmnocracy 
for  CJ3R 

Hello  again  i  This  is  Walt  Fryers  with  another  short  talk  on 
Technocracy. 

This  time  I  want  to  talk  about  the  Social  Responsibility  of  Science, 
and  Scientists. 

A  report  issued  by  a  committee  of  the  American  Association  fior  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  on  the  question:  "How  far  shall  scientists  go 
in  actively  particpating  in  the  determination  of  social  policy,"  was 
published  in  SCIENCE  magazine.   In  the  opening  paragraph  we  find:  "The 
committee  found  that  even  a  cursory  examination  of  this  question  leads  to 
a  serious  conclusion:  that  there  is  an  impending  crisis  in  the  relation- 
ships between  science  and  American  society.  This  crisis  is  being  generated 
by  a  basic  disparity.  At  a  time  when  decisive  economic,  political  and 
social  processes  have  become  profoundly  dependent  on  science  the  discipline 
(science)  has  failed  to  attain  its  appropriate  place  in  the  man^.g-ement  of 
public  affairs. 

"The  committee  report  deplores  the  fact  that  there  is  ^ery   little 
public  interest  in  science  and  that  it  received  an  unduly  small  amount  of 
space  in  the  press  and  on  television,  radio  and  screen." 

The  North  American  scientists  are  neither  noblemen  nor  freemen  in 
their  society.  Unless  they  are  able  to  achieve  some  outstanding  recog- 
nition they  must  remain  second  class  professionals.  The  role  of  the 
scientist  lacks  social  prestige,  for  the  majority  merely  become  the 
servants  of  businessmen  and  politicians. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  general  public  gave  more  consideration  to 
the  question  of  how  much  influence  scientists  should  have  x-imxi  in  the 
determination  of  social  policy  and  action.   In  this  connection  the  term 
"scientists  includes  technolggist a nd  engineer.  Scientists  as  a  ^roup  have 
proved  themselves  to  be  the  most  trustworthy  and  humanitarion  of  any  group 
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in  society,  as  well  as  the  most  competent.  They  rate  a  role  in  determining 

the  affairs  of  society  far  above  any  yet  accorded  them  a  role  far  more 

significant  than  that  of  mere  advisers  to  non-scientific  decision  makers. 

The  big  advances  in  social  operations  will  come  from  people  who  are 
trained  in  the  techniques  of  science  and  technology  when  these  people  are 
no  longer  influenced  or  hindered  by  politiciqn,  moralist,  or  businessman. 
Scientists  are  responsible  for  the  discovery  and  development  of  many 
things  in  the  world  which  have  a  profound  bearing,  actual  or  potential,  on 
social  affairs. 

Science  and  technology  have  provided  the  means,  and  politics  and 
business  have  made  the  decisions  which  gravely  threaten  the  future  survifsll 
of  the  entire  population.  It  is  frightening  when  we  realize  with  whom  among 
our  countrymen  social  decisions  rest. 

It  is  none  too  soon  for  the  scientists  of  North  America  to  be  made 
responsible  for  the  making  of  national  policy  and  social  decisions. 

As  things  now  stand,  all  the  traditional  fofces  of  our  present  Price 
System  are  arrayed  against  science.  They  can  be  hearlover  the  radio  and 
television  and  read  about  in  the  press  and  on  billboards.  These  purveyors 
of  non-science  speak  out  of  both  sides  of  their  mouhhs  with  reference  to 
science.  One  side  praises  science  for  p*HHM±ngxsraH  producing  something 
they  can  use  in  their  business,  while  the  other  side  denounces  science  as 
being  ±s   materialistic. 

What  is  needed  now  is  a  modest  amount  of  favorable  publicity  for  science. 
This  job  could  be  accomplished  by  the  scientists  and  technologists  op  No'-th 
America  courageously  acting  together  through  the  associations  which  they 
have  already  established.  Timidity,  hesitancy,  and  sub-seriience  are  not 
becoming  to  scientists. 
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Technocracy  invites  the  technical  men  and  women  of  North  America  to 

become  forthright  and  aggressive  in  their  insistence  that  a  governance  of 

function,  administered  by  people  of  technical  training  and  achievement,  be 

instituted  to  replace  the  predatory  gangsterism  now  imposed  upon  our 

society  under  the  name  of  "government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for 

the  people".  There  is  no  question  about  the  scientsts  of  America  being  able 

ance 
to  organize  a  governjawaaaK  of  function. 

Howe  ver  Technocracy  realizes  that  major  social  change  can  only  be 
effected  by  concerted  will  of  the  majority  of  citizens  of  this  continent, 
and  then  only  when  and  if  the  breakdown  of  the  Price  System  xf  of  operating 
our  economy  reaches  a  point  where  our  survival  is  threatened.  That  point 
is  ffi^XMIX.     rapidly  approaching.  As  /  citizens  of  this  continent,  you  - 
the  listeners-  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  pxxx  organization  and 
presentation  of  Technocracy,  which,  according  to  the  Eneycleptdis  Amerieana 
"is  the  only  program  of  social  and  economic  re-construction  which  is  in 
complete  intellectual  and  technical  accord  with  the  age  in  which  we  live." 

This  is  Walt  Fryers,  till  next  week. 
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Five  iMinute  Talk  on  Technocracy 
for  GJSR 

Hello  again  1  This  is  Walt  Fryers  with  anothe  r  short  talk  on 
Technocracy. 

We  hear  a  lot  about  'crises'  these  days.  The  media  tell  about 
a  financial  crisis  that  has  the  leaders  of  western  nations  worried. 
We  read  about  the  bankruptcies  of  railroads,  and  how  the  government*, 
in  both  Canada  and  the  U.S.^had  to  take  over  the  passenger  services 
to  prevent  complete  collapse.  And  we  read  aBput  the  impending 
bankruptcy  of  Chrysler,  the  car  maker,  in  spite  of  government  aid. 
^assey-Fergus,  is  another  large  industrial  corporation  in  trouble. 
Then  you  remember  New  York  City.   It  was  temporarily  saved  by  the 
intervention  of  the  Federal  Govt.  Other  cities  and  large  coporations 
are  in  similar  trouble.  The  government  itself,  in  both  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  is  in  serious  financial  trouble  with  overwhelming 
debt  and  deficits.   Even  governments  can  go  bankfupt.  So  what  is 
wrong? 

If  you  ask  an  economist  you  mtoght  get  one  answer.   If  you  a»k 
a  politician  you  may  get  another  answer.   A  multitude  of  remedies 
ar  e  suggested  and  most  of  these  have  been  tried,  without  success. 
So  where  are  we  going? 

A  few  peeeptive  scholars  have  identified  the  basic  problem  -  s 
the  advance  of  science  and  technology.  To  this  extent  they  are  in 
agreement  with  Technocracy's  analysis.   But  none  are  able  to  suggest 
a  means  to  cope  or  adapt  to  the  inevitable  advance  of  science  and 
technology.   It  is  a  process  that  is  accelerating,  and  it  is  both 
unidirectional  and  irreversible.  -9ft3ry- fteekfteega-ey-ars— a-fr3r»-%e- -4»afegtt 
s-MHfeKJBE-&eeiai-&y-»4e«-4ka-fc-ea-ft  Some  scholars  and  writers  can  see 
only  doom  in  prospect.  Some  would  have  us  try  to  revert  to  pre-$ndus- 
trial  forms  of  society.   This  is  utter  defeat  and  totally  unrealistic. 
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Only  Technocracy  is  able  to  design  a  social  system  that  can  adapt 
the  requirements  of  science  and  technology  to  our  social  needs.  Only 
Technocracy  can  provide  the  necessary  blueprint  that  will  not  only  allow 
control  of  technology  but  exploit  it  to  our  advantage. 

Technocracy  proposes  the  design  of  an  energy-based  society.   Instead 
of  financial  and  political  criteria,  energy  would  be  the  controlling 
element  for  both  the  design  and  the  operation  of  the  means  were by  we 
live.  And  instead  of  politicians  and  financial  managers,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Technate  of  North  America  would  become  the  responsi  bility  of 
technically  trained  personnel  such  as  engineers,  scientists,  technicians, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  many  specialities  upon  which  we  do,  in  fact,  depend 
even  today. 

This  may  well  seem  a  radical  proposal  to  many.  But  only  a  radical 
change  from  conventional  prodedures  can  hope  to  cope  with  the  gathering 
social  crisis  which  we  read  a  iput  every  day.  The  day  of  monetary  and 
political  fixes  is  rapidly  passing.  Our  technological  society  requires 
technological  solutions,  not  political  rhetoric  or  financial  finagling. 

At  this  time,  the  average  citizen  seems  overcome  with  apathy. 
More  likely,  he  is  suffering  from  a  new  form  of  social  inertia  which 
I  would  suggest  we  call  'time  saturation'.  He  is  overwhelmed  with 
a  variety  of  diversions  and  activities  that  preclude  serious  attention 
to  anything.  Much  of  his  time  is  taken  up  ax  with  the  demands  of 
'consumerism'.  Then  there  is  TV.  and  Sports.  And  the  other  media. 
Vaguely  he  realizes  there  is  a  crisis  at  hand,  but  at  this  time  it 
has  not  arrived  at  his  door  step  and  his  life  style  continues  unabated. 

Presently  though,  it  appears  inevitable  that  the  crisis  will  land 
directly  upon  the  average  citizen  where  it  will  hurt  most  -  in  his 
standard  of  living.  He  will  be  asked  to  sacrifice,  and  work  harder, 
and  spend  1/ess.  Eventually  though,  that  time  will  arrive  when  he 
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will  demand  a  fundamental  change  in  the  technique  of  handling  the  economy, 
a  change  that  will  provide  the  goods  and  services  that  he  requires  and 
which  this  continent  is  capable  of  producing. 

That  time  is  fast  approaching,  judging  by  the  deepening  crisis  that 
is  reported  daily.  At  that  time  Technocracy's  blueprint  for  a  technological 
social  design  will  be  found  to  be  the  unique  and  only  solution  to  North 
America's  unique  problems. 

In  la^er  talks  in  this  series  we  will  examine  in  detail  the  proposals 
of  technocracy,  and  why  they  should  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  e,r*ry 
Noth  American  citizen  at  the  earliest  possible  date.   Listen  in  next  week 
at  this  time  for  further  information  on  the  Challenge  of  Technocracy. 

This   is  Walt  Fryers.  &U  *Y>LyJ  l*<iK 
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13  January  1931 
Five  Minute  Talk  on  Technocracy 

for  CJSR 

Hello  again  I  This  is  Walt  Fryers,  here  to  tell  you  something  about 
Technocracy,  and  to  answer  your  questions  about  Technocracy. 

In  order  that  we  can  understand  each  other  I  must  first  introduce 
a  new  term  and  4fa»  definition  for  it.  The  term  is:  PRICE  SYSTEM.  It  . 


e\tyr 


is  a  term  which  is  commonly  used  by  Technocracy  to  describe  the*  type 
of  economic  system  or  control  for  the  distribution  of  goods  and  services 
here  in  America,  and  indeed  throughout  the  world.  Let  me  define  it: 
"A  Price  System  is  any  social  system  whatsoever  that  effects  its 
distribution  of  goods  and  services  by  means  of  a  system  of  trade  or 
commerce  based  on  commodity  valuation  and  employing  any  form  of  debt 
tokens,  or  money,".  All  countries  of  the  world  today  use  some  form  of 
a  Price  System  for  the  control  and  operation  of  their  economy. 

The  Price  System  grew  out  of  the  days  of  scarcity,  when  trading 
his  crude  materials  or  stealing  them,  was  the  only  way  in  which  Man 
could  acquire  the  articles  which  he  required.  Through  complex  ramifi- 
cations «the  trading  system  has  grown  until  it  is  now  the  overwhelming 
structure  of  finance,  bisiness,  commerce  and  politics,  in  short,  the 
Price  System  in  toto — a  gigantic  structure,  but  still  just  a  method  of 
exchanging  goods,  springing  froir  the  ancient  custom  and  necessity  of 
barter. 

No  intention  or  pretense  is  made  of  accurate  measurement  or  control; 
no  physical  accounting  is  involved;  no  accurate  predictions  can  be  made; 
and  no  stabilization  can  be  assured.  The  Price  System  is  simply  a 
method  of  erratic  exchange.  In  scarcity  it  sufficed  well  enough  as  an 
exchange  method;  in  abundance  it  cannot  e^en  do  that. 
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But  now  the  Price  System  in  North  America  is  in  trouble  -  desperate 
trouble.  Bankruptcies  are  emerging  on  every  hand.   Inflation  is  speeding 
up.  Unemployment  persists.   Interest  rates  are  sky  high.  Accumulating 
debt  has  financial  instu tut ions  and  government  in  a  panic.  Poverty  per- 
sists and  crime  burgeons.  Our  social  problems  are  intractable.  Our 
politicians  are  helpless.  Gloom  and  doom  are  the  coin  of  the  day.  The 

media  are  full  of  it.  Pessimign reigns  supreme.  It  seems  no  one  has  the 

system, 
answer  although  many  are  tinkering  with  a  very  sick  jsaxiMt.  All  the 

conventional  fixes  have  been  tried.   Nothing  works.   Is  this  the 

Apocalypse?  Is  this  Armageddon?    Obviously  a  very  different  and 

new  approach  is  required  to  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  means  whereby 

we  live  -  the  economic  process  which  provides  us  with  goods  and  services. 

Technocracy  proposes  just  that  -  a  radically  new  system  of  governance. 

The  progrssive  dislocation  of  the  commodity  exchange  method  of  dis- 
tributing goods  and  services  became  apparent  long  ago  -  in  fact  it  was 
identified  at  the  close  of  World  War  I,  ba£k  in  1919,  1919.   The  dis- 
rupted conditions  at  that  time  led  to  a  scientific  investigation  which  in 
turn  proved  that  the  only  common  denomination  of  all  goods  and  services 
was  energy.   Yes  ENERGY.  Only  now  is  the  general  public  beginning  to 
appreciate  this  fact. 

The  scientists  who  pointed  this  out  simply  proposed  to  measure  the  total 
amount  of  energy  used  by  the  North  American  Continent  in  a  given  period; 
measure  the  energy  cost  of  physical  production  and  services;  and  use  these 
measures  as  the  basis  for  regulation  of  all  Continental  production  and 
distribution. 

Technocracy's  basic  postulate  is:   'The  phenomena  involved  in  the 
functional  operation  of  a  social  mechanism  are  metrical'.   In  other  words 
anything  that  materially  affects  us  or  changes  our  environment  is  measu- 
rable. The  scientists  and  technologists  know  this  and  have  applied  it 
directly  to  the  task  of  equipping  N0rth  America  with  the  most  intricate 
and  efficient  productive  m 
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and  efficient  productive  mechanism  ever  to  exist  on  earth.  When  they  are 

given  their  chance,  they  will  see  that  the  abundant  goods  and  services 

produced  are  adequately  distributed  to  everyone  on  the  Continent.  Technocracy 

is  the  tool  by  which  North  Americans  may  gain  abundance  and  security. 

Technocracy  proposes  the  use  of  an  'Energy  Certificate*  as  a  means  axrixax 
allocating  &  recording 
of  x»cm±x3e£  personal  purchasing  power.    Such  a  technique  can  only  be 

applied  to  a  continental  area  having  the  resources,  the  energy  supplies, 

the  trained  personnel,  the  climatic  range,  the  water  supplies,  the  arable 

land  -  in  short  all  the  requirements  to  produce  and  distribute  an  abundance 

of  goods  and  services  for  all  its  citizens. 

And  since  an  abundance  cannot  be  subdivided,  this  purchasing  power 

would  necessarily  be  assigned  equally  to  all  citizens.  In  return,  the 

contract  of  citizenship  would  require  all  able  bodied  adults  to  participate 

in  some  socially  useful  function  for  a  very  limited  number  of  hours  per  day, 

days  per  year,  and  years  of  his  working  life.  These  conditions,  and  more 

details  about  the  Energy  Certificate  will  be  examined  in  later  talks. 

Walt  Fryers 
13  Jan  81 
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13  Nov  SO 
Five  iMinute  Talk  on  Technocracy 

for     GJ3R 

Hello  1  This  is  Walt  Fryers,  here  to  tell  you  something  about  Technocracy 
and  answer  your  questions  about  Technocracy. 

Your  first  question  may  well  be:  "What  is  Technocracy?" 

Briefly,  Technocracy  is  science  applied  to  the  social  order  -  which 
is  something  that  has  ne^er  been  attempted  before.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
new  form  of  governance.  As  the  word  suggests*,  it  is  rule  according  to 
technical  specifications,  rather  than  by  political  or  financial  considera- 
tions. It  could  only  be  applied  to  a  very  advanced  high-energy  industrial 
society,  of  continental  scope,  such  as  North  America,  which  has  the  potential 
to  produce  an  abundance  of  goods  and  services. 

Howard  Scott  defined  Technocracy  more  explicitly:  "as  the  technological 
operation  of  the  North  American  continent  for  the  production  and  distri- 
bution of  abundance  for  all."  Scott  was  the  principal  pioneer  of  the  basic 
concepts  embraced  in  the  term  'Technocracy1. 

Technocracy's  proposals  have  been  described  as  a  'blueprint'  or  an 
'engineering  design'  of  the  physical  operations  of  our  society.  One 
encyclopedia  (The  Encyclopedia  Americana)  defined  technocracy  as  "the 
only  program  of  social  and  economic  reconstruction  which  is  in  complete 
intellectual  and  technical  accord  with  the  age  in  which  we  live." 

Definitions,  however,  are  too  short  to  convey  much  detailed  information. 
So  we  have  arranged  this  series  of  short  radio  talks  to  tell  you  more 
about  the  subject  and^urwer  your  questions. 

"Wait  a  minute"  I  hear  you  say.  "What  was  that  you  said  a  bout  producing 
an  abundance  of  goods  and  services?  Is  that  possible?" 
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The  short  answer  to  that  is:  "Yes,  North  America  has  the  resources, 
the  energy  supplies,  the  trained  personnel,  the  climatic  rqnge,  the 
water  supplies,  the  arable  land  -  in  short  all  the  requirements  to  produce  and 
distribute  an  abundance  of  goods  and  services  for  all  its  citizens.  A  few 
items  in  short  supply  could  be  obtained  through  the  usual  channels  of 
trade  with  other  areas  of  the  world.  It  is  commonly  acknowledged  that 
the  combination  of  United  States  and  Canada  has,  by  a  wide  margin,  the 
most  powerful  economy  in  the  world  today,  and  its  potential  under  technical 
management  would  much  greater." 

Your  next  question  could  reasonably  be:  "Why  do  we  need  a  Technocracy?" 
"Why  not  use  the  pre  sent  system  to  distribute  this  potential  abundance??1 

The  answer  to  that  is  that  we  are  operating  our  present  economy  under 
the  rules  of  a  'Price  System'  -  a  system  of  values  expressed  in  terms  of 
Money  and  money  values.  It  is  intrinsically  a  'scarcity  system'.  An 
abundance  destroys  prices  and  values.  Even  now  our  North  American 
Price  System  is  being  threatened  by  the  overwhelming  productive  capacity 
of  our  industry.  Our  leaders  in  business  and  politics  today  are  occupied 
in  maintaining"^value  structure  of  the  Price  System  by  maintaining 
scarcity  and  curtailing  production  whenever  it  threatens  the  Price  System. 

North  Americans  are  wonted  people  these  days.  We  see  around  us  many 
signs  of  economic  disintegration.  We  feel  the  effects  of  accelerating 
inflation,  but  theeconomy  stagnates.  We  carry  an  increasing  burden  of  debt. 
Interest  rates  are  usurious  and  going  higher.  War  threatens.  Crime  is 
everywhere,  and  insecurity  dogs  our  every  step. 

The  decade  of  the  '70's  produced  only  pious  reassurances  that 
inflation  would  be  stemmed  and  growth  would  resume.  The  words  were 
false.  Now,  into  the  '80's  the  average  citizen  has  lost  faith  in  both 
business  and  politics,  and^ fears  that  we  may  be  facing  a  crisis  and 

possible  collapse  of  the  economy. 
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Technocracy  offers  a  way  out  of  this  impasse.  If  we  have  the 
courage  to  abandon  the  Price  System,  and  to  make  maximum  use  of  science 
and  technology,  we  can  have  a  new  civili  ation  in  America  that  will  bs 
the  glory  of  the  ages.  The  Technate  of  North  America  can  provide  security 
and  abundance  to  every  citizan.  This  is  a  challenge  we  must  face  if  we 
are  to  avoid  a  disastrous  collapse  of  our  technological  civilisation. 

You  will  have  many  other  .questions.   "Just  how  would  a  Technate 
handle  the  distribution  of  good^  and  services?"  "What  would  you  use 
in  place  of  money?"  "Who  would  carry  on  the  eseential  functions?" 
"What  about  private  ownership?"  And  so  on.  These  and  other  questions 
will  be  answered  in  future  talks. 


Walt  Fryers, 
13  Nov,  80 
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P.O.  Box  29B, 
Cola  Lake,  Alta. 
TCA  0V0 


Editor, 

Letter,"  to  the  Journal, 
Edmonton  Journal, 
Edmonton,  Alta. 


THE  ROAD  TO  FASCISM 


What  is  "fascism"?  A  dictatorship?  Not  necessarily  I  Essentially 
it  is  an  economic  arrangement  whereby  all  the  separate  enterprises  of 
the  national  economy  are  consolidated  into  a  few  major  monopolies  for 
the  last-ditch  defense  of  a  Price  System. 

Canadians  should  now  learn  the  truth  about  fascism,  for  the  wage 
and  price  controls  now  being  imoosed  are  another  major  step  on  our  ro  . 
to  fascism.   The  promised  "rough  justice"  will  soon  be  felt.   It  will 
be  the  forerunner  of  much  harsher  measures  required  for  ever  increasing 
controls.   Freedom  withers. 

The  word  "fascism"  is  from  the  Latin  word  "fasces":   a  bundle  of 
staves  or  rods,  with  an  6X3   bound  in  along  with  them.   This  symbol  was 
anciently  borne  before  the  superior  Roman  magistrates  as  a  badge  of 
their  power  over  life  an:  limb.  It  became  the  symbol  of  the  Fascist 
party  of  Italy  and  thence  entered  our  language  to  represent  the  political/ 
economic  regime  that  the  fascists  of  Italy  and  Germany  imposed  on  their' 
countries.  But  many  peools  do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  term, 
or  the  threat  of  the  system. 

When  the  growth  that  sustains  a  free  enterprise  system  slows,  and 
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its  debt  structure  becomes  insuooor table,  the 


follows  a  lisruption  of  the  social  structure  such  a     are  now  experi 
cing  -  inflation,  major  bankruptcies,  unemployment,  strikes,  burgeon', 
crime,  political  chaos.   Drastic  measures  become  .     ' .  r"  to  stave  off 
apse  o:>     economic/political  system.  Cover      spending  to  sup- 

L-t  the  str'  cture  reaches  its  limits.  In  Canada.,     iave  now  reache 
that  point,   'Hie  next  stage  is  rigid  government  control  of  virtually 
every  economic  and  social  process  of  the  nation;  terrl  itive  and  benign 
ft  r'\r-?:K;    bu     vii     increasing  in  scope  an:  force  to  become  outri  . 

seism,  -      a  (and  American)  style.  Mar  Is  will  co  ; 

-\-   chic'     nd  egg  ;-   !  ive  i   now,  in  Ontario)*   Control  bodj.es 
will  conso       a         every  function  of  the  country,  call  th  i 
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'■:,t   you  will:   syi  licstes,  -  ■  'rations,  guilds,  eonfe    J'ions,  assi  '..- 
ations,  Lnte  irect    e  ;,  boards,  or  whatever.   Phese  consoli- 

dated units  are  the  staves  or  rods  of  the  fascist  symbol.  It  is  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  frr>"  msrket  and  free  enterprise,  primarily  to  protect  bh 
m s j or i ty  holders     ebt  cla  1ms . 

Do  we  want       What  :  e      Iter]  bives?  War     :  be  one 
ternative.  Communism  could  b«  another,  Massive  foreign  adventures  for. 
trade  and  investment  (aggressive  imperialism)  could  be  another.  None  of 
these  is  ace       fcrj  free  choice  in  America. 

There  is  ye    .  3  rher  ;  Let  us  begin  the  job  of  bui      a  nev.r  society 
of  security  and  abundance  -  a  New  America  -  free  of  the  constraints  of  a 
°rice  System  -  limited  only  by  our  physical  capacities  and  requirements  - 
a  Technocracy. 

Energy,  as  we  are  quickly  learning,  provides  the  means,  the  measure 
and  the  control  o^  production  and  distribution.   In  a  Technocracy,  purchas- 
ing power  would  accrue  to  the  citizen  in  units  of  energy,  not  money. 
American's  capacity  in  energy  and  resources  is  such,  that  even  now,  with 
rational  direction,  it  could  provide  security  and  abundance  for  all  citi- 
zens.  In  return,  a  contract  of  citizenship  would  require  useful  service 
from  each  adult  citizen  according  to  his  capacities  and  bis  motivations. 
The  driving  force  for  the  individual  would  be  much  the  same  as  now  -  the 
fullfilraent  of  natural  capacities  and  4%S  social  prestige  in  one's  peer 
groun.  Missing  would  be  the  monetary  incentive  which  is  now  the  subject 
of  interminable  and  pointless  quibbling  and  even  now  is  a  dubious  measure 
of  the  social  or  economic  value  of  anyones  contribution.  The  term  of 


iseful  service  that-  would  be  reouirod 


oeve  j.op^ 


•ri.,„u -.  —  or  — 

j.  o  c  ixiuoj.  acj' 


would  be  much  less  than  that  required  today,  in  respect  to  hours  per  week, 
weeks  per  year  and  years  in  a  lifetime. 

The  implications  of  the  change  to  such  a  social  mechanism  -  a  Technate  - 
are  tremendous,  and  unprecedented.  Are  we  ready  for  such  a  drastic  change? 
Before  you  adjudge  the  answer  to  be  "No",  consider  well  the  alternatives. 
Neither  fascism  nor  communism  can  long  operate  North  America's  unique 
array  of  technology,  even  with  Draconian  measures  of  control  and  suppression. 
In  the  not-distant  future  our  choice  may  well  be  "Science  or  Chaos". 
Even  now,  chaos  is  arriving  in  batches  of  strikes,  bankruptcies,  growing 
crime,  unemployment.  To  stem  this  encroacing  tide,  Technocracy  proposes 
"Total  Mobilization"  as  th  first  step  toward  the  building  of  a  New  America. 
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Our  present  cotirsa  is  one  of  defeat  and  disaster  -  a  rejection  of 
our  potential  for  progress.  But  there  is  no  turning  back  to  the  past, 
however  much  we  might  wish  it.  We  can  only  choose  a  new  and  better  course 
than  this  road  to  fascism  -  one  in  accordance  with  the  scientific  and 
technological  nature  of  our  society  -  a  Technocracy.  Before  it  is  too 
late  J 


W.  R.  Fryers, 


2 5  Novembe r , 197  5 . 
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DEPARTMENT  OF   NATIONAL   DEFENCE 

MINUTE  SHEET 


SECURITY  CLASSIFICATION 


FILE  NUMBER 
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Kay 


Now,   at  la./t,    I  will  wind-up  i.y  schedule 
by  sending  you  the  last   chapter;      "Industrial  Design 
and  Operating  Characteristics"  of  a  Technate.     I  think 
you  nay  find  It  interesting. 

By  now  you  must  be  getting     some  idea  about  f> 
the   subject  I  espouse.     To  me  it  is  an  oasis  of  sanity 
ana  rationality  in  a  desert  of  confusion  anu   struggle. 
One  would  think  that,   nov,  if  ever,   we  need  new  ideas 
and  open  discussion.     But  there  is  no   sign  in  the  press 
or  elsev. here  that  we  are  ready  and  able  to  contemplate 
major   social  change,   however  unstable  the   situation 
is   getting,      However,   if   the  problems  are  progressive, 
as  I  think  they  are,  there  may  well  be  a  point  in  time 
when  there  could  be  a  new  awakening,  a  rennaissanoe, 
a  *  greening*  |  i    'future  shock'.      At  least  I  think  so. 

I  becajM  interested  in  Technocracy  in  the 
Fall  of   1936.      It  was  the  depression*      I   had   ju  t    rex 
turned   xra  to  Winnipeg  from  a  poor  paying  job  at  Moose 
Lake   (a  trading  post  on  an  Indian  Reserve)    come  7(J  miles 
down  riv^r  from  The  Pas,   Manitoba.      I  had  decided  to 
return  to  university  and  finish  up  a.  half-done  job. 
strolling  down  town  one  evening  I  noticed  window  dis- 
play cards  in  a  couple  of  places  announcing  a  lecture 
and   stating  the  objectives  of  Technocracy.      I  attended 
ana  war.  totally  captivated.      I  joined  up  immediately, 
became  an  instructor  ana  organizer,      I  still  am,   I  sup- 
pose. 

Now  as  I  phase  into  retirement   I  ea  wonaer- 
ing  just  how  I  can  turn  my  interest  into  constructive 
activity.      Not  that  I  expect  any  great  success.      Its 
just  that  my  own  concept  of  my  integrity  requires  th< 
I  take  a  position  ana  holu  it.      After  all,   I  am  a  frC6 
man,  am  I  not?     In  some  ways  it  is  like  a  reH^*** 

I  guppegg,      ft  seems  to  be  where   I  belong. 
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So  far  you  have  had  a  chance  to  read  the 
analysis  of  our  social  circumstance;;  as  seen  by 
Howard  Scott  and  Technocracy  -  and  myself. 

Nov;  for  the  synthesis,  if  you  are  interested. 
It  is  important,  at  least,  for  you  to  know  that 
Technocracy  has  a  plan  -  a  design  -  for  use  if 
we  need  it.     I  guess  that  it  what  Technocracy  Inc., 
the  organisation,   io  ail  about*     to  make  sure  that 
the  alternative  to  t;e  Price  System  is  visible. 
I  suppose  that  ln>iis;   lots  of  organisations  and 
individuals  are  promoting  their  own  formulas  of 
salvation.     But  they  are  invariably  minor  modifi ca- 
tions of  the  Price  System  of  oi.-oribution  -  and 
still  Price  Systems,   therefore* 

There  is  only  one- no n- value  system  proposed, 
replacing  skjuhqt  variable   values  of  money  with  a- 
invariable  measure  of  physical  cost    -  the  energy 
certificate,  -  the,«  system  proposed  by  Technocracy. 

So  it  is  unique.      And  it  is   •  scientific*. 

What  are  the  chances  of  it  ever  being  con- 
si  ered?    Hone  at  all,   the  way  things  are  right 
no. v.      7e  are  only  half- scar  eci  by  the  early  symp- 
toms of  a  financial  crisis.     „7ait  till  we  ka 
are  really  scared  -  for  survival.     We  could  loarn 
in  a  hurry,  if  we  had  to. 


Dad, 


51  Oct  74. 
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Here  i.    the         l  oJ    the  Chapters  on 
tb    Price  Systen  ai   Techno*  n  cy  analyze vi  it: 
Lesson  19  -  Operating  oteri sties  Under  the 

Price  Syste»# 

in  I  should  Mention  that  ce  tain 
etaili   are  probably  obsolete |  but  the  general 
pre    entatlon  still  make     good  sense,    (to  me  I    ) . 

Chap.    S2C  is  entitled   "The  Human  Animal11 
i    tbtj   good  but  I  am  n^t  planning  tc  send  it 

to  you  at  this  tiae. 

Ifovrever    J  do  plan  to   send  you  the  last 
chapters  of  the  Study  Ooursei     Cfeap.s  81  &  £2 
on  t,  sign  of  Technocracy.     The  analysii    i..   not 

of  any  consequence  unless  there  is  ■  Valid  alterna- 
tive to  present* 

I  hope  you  can  take  time  to  read  all  this, 
not  t,o  obtain  your  agreement  or  supportj  but  so  that 
you  will    un<  e   stand  what,  it  is  that  I  aa  supporting 

and  promoting,  futile  or  net, 

I  suppose  you  could  r  it  as  something 

o;'  s  'religion'  with  me,  in  that  I  have  faith  in  the 
analysis  and  the   concept  beyond  my  certain  knowledge. 
But  my  kno-.vleu0e  is  con^.i  .erable,   and  I  hold  my  positioj 
with  uorn   'certainty1    than  'faith1,    I  feel. 

IV'  . 
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^ay  ft 

Jo  hi. 


Herewith  the  ne  >.t  installment  of  the  Technocracy! 
Study  Course,  Lessons  18  end  Appendix  to  18,  plus 

the  Introduction  to  the   Study  Course, 

I  cosBend  careful  at  Lent  ion  to  the  Introduction,! 
jcially  by  John.     It  la  the  best  presentation  of 

the  scientific  approach  I  have  ever  cc-ia  across. 
Note  in  tae  unwary,  p. 14:  "Let  us  ....  empb.ii 
bh  fine,  th>  incomparable  quality  o  that  mind 
which  Is  ablo  to  entertain  sos<  thing  in  which  it 
neither  believes  nor  disbelieves,  som  ?,ning  upon 
I   ieh  it  withholds  judsjaoat  until  the  rource-ob- 

'    rations  have  beer  verified,  or  their  Verifiabi- 
lity  affirmed. "     An.,   so  on.     For  in  tance,   UFO'sj 
Technocracy  it  self  #  etc. 

In  respect  to  Lesson  18,  the  figures  are  pre- 
war,  but  the  processes  descril  ed  are  essentially 
unchanged.       ear  in  mind  that  fun  which  devastated 
a  significant  part  of   the  Modern  world,   distorted 
in  an  unprecedented  manner  and  degree ,   the  course 
of  pre-war  trends.     The  reconstruction  period  fol- 
lowing the  war  presented  an  opportunity  for  re- 
growth  of  physical  and  financial  structures  extend- 
ing almost  to  the  present.     But  this   'distortion* 

Bs  to   hav/e  come  to  its  enu.     Th     present 
rapidly  contracting  birthrate  in  Canada  and  US  (now 
negative  in  U:i)   suggested  that  the   'distortion*  of 

II  and  the  reconstruction  showed  up  even  in  popu- 
lation figttreSj  which  may  now  re-adjust  to  the  pre- 
ar  trend.     Incidentally  Canada's  sustained  proa- 

be   a   'political*   distortion  of  basic  trends* 

Dau, 
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Herewith  Chap.  17  -  The  Flo     oJ    Money  « 

!  uch  of  it  will  be  fair.  i liar  to  you,  of  cur  e. 

Please  learn  the  definition  of  the  term  - 

'Price  System'.    !>?ari»y  any  sociJ.  system  what- 
soever that  effects  its  distribution  of  goo. is 
and  services  by  Beans  of  a  system  of  trae.e  or 
commerce  based  on  oonnodity  valuation  and  em- 
ploying any  fom  of  debt  tokens,  or  no  nay  |   KKHXtdtt:. 
constitutes  a  Price  System.      It  may  be  adde  i  in 
parsing  that  unless  it  be  in  sot ,  very  remote 
aau  primitive  community,  none  other  then  Price 
Systems  eadLet  at  the  present  ti^e. "     (quoted  from 
the  end  of  Chap.  15.) 

In  later  chapters  dlsottasing  the  operating 

characteristics-  of  <-:<  Price  System,  it  will  be 
presented  that  Scarcity  is'  a  require    c      litioa 
for  its  Operation,   and  therefore  scarcity  must  b^ 
maintained.     The  prospect  of  an  abundance  of 
physical  production  resulting  from  the  increasing 
conversion  of  energy  is  not    tealt  with  in  con- 
ventional econ  mics.     In  other  words  »  the  study 
of  economics  nowadays  is  confined  to  the   study  o  ' 
the  intricacies  of  the  Price  System,     The  tacit 
assumption  is  that     crcity,  like  the  poor,  will  be 
always  with  us,  anu  the  Price  System  is  the  only 
option  we  have  for  the  operation  of  our  society 
in  perpetuity.     Of  course  this  is  not  so.     He  have 
the  option  of  adjusting  to  high  energy  production 
and  physical  abundance  right  now.     Scon  -  relatively] 
-  it  will  be  a  necessity,   not  an  option  -  if  we 
keep  on  converting  more  and  more  energy.     Anu  that 

is  a, unidirectional  and  irreversible  trend,  like 

-owtn  fif  hut  organism,    short  or  ac 
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&rry  for  the  long  delay;       There  are  only 
..  obapters  loft,  of  which  this  is  the  first.       It  give  a 
the  general  •     i  i  ;n.     The  last  chapter  gives i 
■Industrial  Design  and  Operating  Characteristica", 

Technoi  r  cy  is  no^  just  another  prote  t 
BO  resent,   of  whioh  there  are  many  these  day::  and 
non     if  which  have  a  basic  alternative  to  offer. 
Technocracy  ha;    the  only  alternative  to  the  universal 
Prior,  Systems  whioh  h-:vi    si  n»  i    soci  ity  up  to  the 
present  but  which  are  faltering  badl;      nd  will  become 
increasingly  unstable  in  North  America  especially, 

There  ia  a  progressive  crumbling  of  the 
status  quo  in  eany  western  countries  v:i  Bible  now- 
Strategically,   economically,   culturally.     To  merely 
stand  aside  and  watch  the  maelstrom  would  be  individual! 
and  collectively  disastrous.      .Such  a  po  situ  re  does 
not  suit  my  conception  of  uy  own  integrity.      And  I  can 
only  answer  for  myself.      So   I  take  a  position  and  hold 
It,      Can  anyone  do  wore?     Or  less? 


alt  Fryers, 


2  May  1975. 
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I  see  that  I've  been  sending  you  items  on  a 
monthly  ba ..Is  -  Jul,    ,;ug.  &  Sep.      Here  is  Oct's, 

Remember  that  this  was  written  in  th«  thirties, 
Cap*  Chap,  19  is  quite  valid  I  think.     The  recent 
slaugner  of  calves,   eggs,   etc,  point  up  one  aspect. 
Some  others  are  not  so  obvious. 

The  Appendix  to   Chap.   18  -  on  Population  Growth  - 
is  susceptible  to  criticism.     What  happened?     I  like  tc 
think  of  human  populations  as  similar  in  some  respects 
to  fruit  flys  in  a  bottle.     The  population  increases 
until  there  is  an  equilibrium  point  reached.     In  the 
case  oi   fruit  flies  it  is  the  food  suppl;-   and  the  size 
of  the  bottle  -  bo&h.     In  the  case  of  human  populations 
it  is  a  multitude  of  factors  which  replace  the   'bottle' 
including  the     mobility  factor  resulting  from  high 
energy  conversion  (automobiles) etc,,  and  also  the 
economic  'bottle'.     To  a  lesser  extent  there  are  also 
'cultural'  bottles  for  huma-  populations,  but  as  a  rule 
culture  is  an  expression  of  the   'technological'  enviror 
ment  rather  than  the  reverse,  so  cultural  restraints  ar 
often  based  on  technological  restraints.     Anyway,  the 
existing  economic  parameters  of  the  thirties  were  swept 
away  by      "II  and  the  resulting  Jnirgeoning  of  American 
(And  Canadian)  industry  and  finance  in  the  reconstruct! 
an  I  foreign  aiu,   and  military  occupation  of  half  the 
world,  etc.,  including  the  growth  of  multi-national 
corporations.     This  was  a  new  'bottle'.     But  it  was 
not  a  real  bottle.      It  wa-  a  Price  System  arrangment  - 
serving  business  and  politics.     The  result  was  great 
population  growth.     But  this  has  now  been  reversed  and 
both  Canada  and  US  are  witnessing  the  correction  -  the 
lowest  birthrates  on  record.     Expansion  of  population 
is 'good  business'  but  could  be  national  folly,     ffa  baVfe 
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always  promoted  immigration  here  la  Canada  as  a 
national  policy  (except  d  ring  emergencies,   as  in 
the   130*844   Growth  has  been  promoted  at  almost  aay 
price.      Future  developments  should  reveal  to  what 
extent  this  has  been  just  another  political/business 
manoeuvre,  -  an  expediency  of  the  times.     There 
has  been  lots  of  rationalisation  of  this  policy  - 
the   ■one-world*   concept;  tto,  danger  of  invasion  or 
oooqaeat  by  the  • have-nots » $  the  noral  obligationj 
to  correct  the  mistakes  and  problems  of  other  nation. 
etc,   etc. 

The  real    'bottle ■   of  our  ei  social  organizatior 
is  the  Itrth  American  continent.     This  la  becoming 
steadily  ttore  apparent. 

It  la  probable  that  the  dimensions  of  the 
present  crisis  are  relatively  trivial  to  what  lies 
ahead  of  us.     But  no  doubt  it  will  take  an  historic 
crisis  of  survival  before  we  will  generate  either 
the  x±£  individual  or  collective  intelligence  to 
face  toe  reel  issues. 

I  have  a  couple  more  items  to  sent  you,     I  hopv 
you  will  have  time  to  read  them,  assess  them,  and 
finally  return  them.     They  are  in  short  supply. 


Vi'alt  Fryer s. 


31  Oct  74, 
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..ere  i:  the  next  sta^e  of  the  story*  Chaps, 
17  I  L8.  I  think  the  ona  on  «','hy  the  Purchasing 
Po»  r  Is  not  Maintained"  :;.i.  vary  timely  now  as  it 
urns  in  the  'c*  'l,  except  that  nov,?  the  rememdy  is 
inflation  ana  government  ependingi  irbsreaa  In  the 
•  SO'r.  it  was  depression^and^governaent  spending, then 
fctndk  kept  the  wheels  turning  to   some  degree. 

One  sight  ask j     why  was  the  purchasing  power 
Maintained  over  the  last  quarter  century  since  the 
HMV      I  would  a,rj  that  the  war  itself,  and  the  re- 
oonstructioni  and  the  new  growth  of  American  'im- 
perialisn' abroad  in  the  form  of  wulti- national 
corporations,  plus  amanents,   snail  ears,  foreign 
aid,  etc,  etc.   served  to  allow  continuing  groat h 
of  the  total  debt   structure,   got  rid  of  surplus 
production,  ana  kept  the  wheels  turning.     That  era 
now  seeaa  to  be  ending,  unless  they  Invoke  W1XXI 
or  some  such  Calamity, 

Hang  tough  until  you  get  the  whole  story  J 

"//alt  Fryers* 

(The  item  I  sent  yoi    "  ,       onder  Inflation  is 
Getting  Out  of  hand"  coj-iirinemucn  of  tnis  analysis 
and  was  the  beet  I  had  seen  in  all  the  millions  of 
word.:;  being  written  and  spoken  on  inflation.) 

( Seems   strange  there  is  so  little  enlighten- 
ment being  pre  viced  by  our  leadership.      «   hat 
1  adersbip?"  I  hear  you  ask.] 
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herewith  a  couple  nore  itsns  that  1  east 
you  to  see  anu  consider^   inclu  LlJ  apter  16  vhicfa 

follows  on  from  the  Chap,   io  that  I  sent  yju  over 
a  month  a^o. 

I  cc..;3ider  the  Xntroduotion  to  Selena* 
the  best  pre  entation  <t><£  objective  thinking  that 
I  have  come  upon.  I  have  ooatte&d*  it  to  ny  son 
John,  takin,.  biology  in  university. 

I  dont  knos  shat   happened  to  the   CJ.  C 
or       k    t,  but  have  written  to  fi:.     oi  t« 

I  visited  the  bead  office  of  the  Techno era 
organization  at  Savannah  on  10,  11  /ug.     It  cms  an 
♦open  house*  for  their  new  place.     Met  about  100  ota 
members.     There  ana  no  organised  progran,     a  v  ■-_ 
pleasant  ■fam*  indeed*     As  yet  I  cannot  see  any  gre> 
re-surgence  of  the  concept,  but  bhi    base  i.    there  fo 
a  wiaer  dissenination  of  the  proposition  if  and  when 
there  is  a  general  public  den and  for  it. 

I-«  the  neantine  I  find  this  body  or  th  ughf 
this  concept,  this  source  of  information,   tnis   'con- 
gregation' of  pec:  ie  nith  a  oosnvon  outlook,   to  my  tat 
It  give:;  me  re-assurance ,  I  suppose,  that  -here  is  cei 
tral  future  role  for  science  bey  m,   the  ooap  nent  p  rts 
of  society,  short  In  objectivity  and  integrity  c an  be 
applied  to   l.i.    i  rger  af  airs  of  Man,      Vo\;  else    o  a   ee 
se  to  use  cur  rapidly  accumulating  store  c     km  iledge, 
it  is,    t\      -rice  Systes     efej        the  larger  applioati 
of  science  ano  the  scientific  technique  in    favor  of 
bicsiK  busines  ,olitical  techniques, 
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Harv 
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I  know  you  are  very  busy  these  days,  but  I  would 
lik-   to  impose  upon  you  just  lon^  enough  to  establish 
some  definitions  that  will  aid  in  communication 
on  matters  economic. 

The  enclosed  pages  are  from  the  Technocracy 
Study   Course  which  is  made  available  te   ■  mbe. >j 
for  further  education.      It  was  written  in  the  1950 «s 
but  la  still  Mostly  -.alid.     I  am  hoping.,  it  will  soon 
be  revise-,,  and  re-pmblished.       The  full     fcudy  Course 
includes  an  Introduction  and  review  of  basic  science; 
especial  attention  to  energy  and  its  role  in  human 
blstofyj  in dustzdal  growth]  the  Price  Systeai  th< 
nature  of  the  hcuuua  an&aalj  and  finally,  Technocracy, 
the  design  ana  operating  characteristics.     The  parte 
I  sent  you  to  read  concern  the  price  System  -  Ehaps, 
15  tha^jc  through  19,     Here  la   Chap,  16, 

pending  re-printing  o.i   the  Study  Course,  these 

are  my  circulation  copies.      In  due  course  you  mi 
let  me  have  tnem  back. 

Walt  Fryers* 
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AT  LAST:  A  CANDID  ST/t.TEKEKT  ABOUT  INFLATION 


Although  millions  of  words 
are  being  spoken  and  written 
about  inflation,  the  result 
is  little  or  no  enlighten- 
ment, just  more  confusion. 
Each  partisan  spokesman 
pursues  his  own  advantage. 
The  business  man,  the  poli- 
tician in  power,  the  politi- 
cian out  of  power,  the  con- 
sumer, the  farmer,  the  mer- 
chant -  all  promote  their 
special  causes  and  condemn 
the  others. 


.XTo  wonder  inflation 


ettin 


(Edmonton  Journal.   Thursday,  13  June, 1974) 


I 

The  central  fact  of  inflati-  \ 

on  is  the  unlimited  growth 
of  the  debt  structure  at  an 
accelerating  rate  with  no 
commensurate  growth  of  the 
physical   'plant'  upon  which 
it  mus  t     depend  for  its 
validation  (interest,  divi- 
dends, profits,  rents,  etc.) 
In  dealing  with  the  subject 
of  inflation,  this  central 
fact  is  seldom  if  ever  men- 
tioned.    This  is  unfortunate 
because  the  consequences  of 
the  unlimited  growth  of  the 
debt   (credit)   structure  and 
its  ultimate     collapse  will 
engulf  us  all. 


By  BRUCE  WHITESTONE 

In  Canada,  the  bui'dup  of 
debts  has  been  expanding 
purchasing  power  faster  than 
real  output  all  of  the  time 
since  the  end  of  the  war.  It  is 
thus  no  wonder  that  inflation 
is  begfootog  to  gat  cut  of 
hand. 

Conventional  economic 

theory  did  know  how  to  deal 

|  satisfactorily  with  the  impact 

of   debt,    both    on    the   price 

level  as  well  as  on  the  ccr]X)- 

rafe  sector*  However,  it  does 

not  adequately  recognize  the 

implications  cf  the  bui'dup  of 

debts  in  the  financial  system 

and  of  the  steadily  increasing 

portions  of  income  that  must 

%  be  devoted  to  meeting  interest 

I  end  repayment  charges. 

?     Since   the  end  of  the  war 

|  real  gross  national  product  in 

l  Canada    more  than  doubled, 

i  and   the   rate   of  growth  in 


This  article  by  Mr.Whitestoru 
comes  nearest  to  stating  the 
cas  e     of  any  I  have  seen 
for  a  long  time. 


money  terms  (because  of  in- 


flation) was  double  that  fig- 
j?  ure  or  close  to  400  per  cent. 
5  But  during  that  same  period, 
I  debts  outstanding,  excluding 
:  the  government  of  Canada, 
I  rose  shout  800  per  cent.  Debts 
I  rose  at  an  annual  growth  rate 
i  of  9.6  per  cent,  and  it  is  two 
t  and  a  half  times  the  rate  at 
I  which,  real  ouput  grew.  That 


is  a  basic  cause  cf  the  infla- 
tion we  have  had.  The  debt 
grew,  cf  course,  because  the 
g  money  supply  expanded  at  a 
5  r^:e    to    accommodate    this 
f  growth  in  debt. 
5     Moreover,    debts  outstand- 
§  ing   also  rose  half  again  as 
•  fast  as   the   money    incomes 
J  from  which  they  presumably 
are    to    be  repaid.  The  debt 
bureau  on  income  rose  even 
taster,  because  during  this  pe- 
riod   interest    rates   approxi- 
mately tripled. 

Tlieiv  hi  no  way  of  knowing 
beforehand  how  much  debt 
ut>uld  be  too  much.  The 
Steadily  increasing  instability 


Although  Mr.  Whitestone  does 

a  better  job  of  identifying 

the  problem  than  roost,  he 

fails  completely  to  follow 

through  on  the  consequences 

of  a  collajpse.     It  will  be 

a  situation  unprecedented  in 

the  history  of  civilization. 

North  America  depends  on  the 

continuous  conversion  of 

energy  (coal,  oil,  water 

power,  nuclear  power)  and  on 

the  continuous  operation  of 

its  technology  to  a  degree 

never  before  experienced  in  the  history  of  Man.     N.America  converts 

energy  at  more  than  twice  the  rate  of  Europe,  per  capita. 

To  get  the  full  story  of  the  failure  of  the  N.American  Price  System 
and  its  ultimate  replacement  by  scientific  techniques; 

INVESTIGATE  TECHNOCRACY  I 


Opinion 

Mr.  Whitestone,  former 
economist  to  the  House  of 
Commons  finance  commit- 
tee, is  now  a  partner  in  an 
investment  firm. 


cf  our  financial  system  sug- 
gests that  we  may  iiave  al- 
ready passed  the  point  of  no 
return. 

Under  conditions  of  infla- 
tion, borrowers  frequently  do 
net  care  too  much  about  the 
interest  rates  they  have  to 
pay  as  prices  are  rising  so 
rapidly.  Therefore,  if  will 
probably  take  an  enormous 
increase  in  short  term  rates 
to  have  any  noticeable  effect 
on  the  demand  for  credit. 
That  is  the  casa  now  and,  as 
rates  continue  to  soar  to  un- 
precedented levels,  bank 
loans  show  no  signs  of  slack- 
ening. For  the  month  of  April, 
they  were  increasing  at  a  29 
per  con-,  rate. 

The  Bank  of  Canada  could 
bring  the  process  of  credit 
formation  to  a  screeching  halt 
new,  brt  only  at  foe  risk  of  a 
financial  panic.  II  appears 
that  the  structure  of  existing 
debts  has  grown  so  large  that 
it  could  not  be  supported  if  it-; 
burden  were  not  lie  in?  stead- 
ily reduced  through  inflation. 

Oir  monetary  authorities 
ars  caught  in  a  trap  new.  If 
they  continue  to  expand  the 
money  supply  at  e  x  i  s  t  i  n  g 
rates,  there  will  ho  accelerat- 
ing inflation.  But  any  degree 
of  restraint  sufficient  to 
dampen  the  inflation  involves 
a  large  risk  of  shrinkage  of 
credit  and  a  depression. 

Therefore,  the  focus  of  offi- 
cial policy  swung  abruptly 
from    trying    to    control   the 
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17  June  74. 


cause  of  inflation  to  attempt- 
ing to  supress  its  symptoms. 
In  Canada  this  approach  has 
not  been  so  noticeable,  com- 
pared to  the  policies  followed  j 
in  Britain  and  tnc  United  j 
States.  But  nevertheless,  ;  j 
some  here  advocate  price  and  j 
wage  controls  or  an  "income  i 
policy".  1 

This  is  even  worse  than  J 
deling  nothing  at  ail.  The  mar-  : 
ket-place  is  always  the  most  if 
efficient  mechanism  lor  alio-  :i 
eating  resources  and  produc-  I 
tive  efforts,  even  under  infia-  *> 
tionary  conditions.  Now  that  k\ 
super-inflation  appears  to  be 
setting  in,  nothing  will  work 
well,  but  controls  provide  no 
answer. 

The  foregoing  reveals  one 
important  flaw  in  our  tradi- 
tional economic  system.  We 
have  not  figured  out  a  way  to 
induce  people  or  businesses, 
but  most  important  of  all 
governments,  to  be  reason- 
able and  prudent  about  bor- 
rowing and  lending  money 
during  good  times. 

An  excessive  rate  of  debt 
formation  if  continued,  must 
result  in  inflation,  and  ulti- 
mately to  excesses  and  col- 
lapse. 

In  Canada  we  had  relative 
price  stability  until  ]9t*>2  with 
inflation  running  at  a  little 
more  than  1%  per  cent 
ycariy.  But  then  we  dacided 
we  were  not  operating  at  the- 
oretical capacity.  After  all. 
in  tlio  U.S.  John  F.  Kennedy 
was  elected  on  a  promise  of 
"getting  the  country  moving  j 
again."  and  Canadian  were 
marching  to  the  same  tune! 
Yet,  it  was  obvious  this  ap- 
proach would  cause  trouble 
because  it  operated  precisely 
by  over-stimulating  the  rate 
of  debt  formation. 

Certain  consequences  are 
now  inevitable.  The  standard 
of  living  will  fr.il  and  inflation 
will  get  worse.  If  a  business 
collapse  and  hard  times  come 
gain,  it  will  he  vitally  impor- 
tant that  the  cause  be  identi- 
fied properly;  it  will  have 
been  an  enormously  excessive 
expansion  of  money  simply 
and  credit  stemming  from 
government  policies  over  a 
long  period  of  time,  not  a  fail- 
ure of  the  market  form  of 
e  lonomic  organization. 
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P.O.  Box  1308, 
Medley,  Alta. 

IS  April,  1972, 


.  28 


Laurence  C.  Williams, 

Martin  Marietta  Corp.  (Denver  Div.), 

c^o  Astronautics  &  Aeronautics  Magazine, 

1290  Avenue  of  the  Americas, 

New  York,  N.I.  10019, 

Dear  Mr.  Williams: 

Your  article  "The  Cleaning  of  America"  published  in  the 
February  issue  of  Astronautics  &  Aeronautics  magazine  was  very 
interesting,,  Although  I  am  not  competent  to  analyze  the  prospects 
of  such  a  system,  which  uses  ocean-based  nuclear  reactors  as  the 
primary  source  and  hydrogen  as  a  distrubution  device,  such  an 
energy  cycle  could  welt  -be  the  shape  of  our  future. 

You  will  agree, I  am  sure,  that  the  energy  cycle  of  our 
society,  as  with  any  organic  entity,  is  the  basic  determinant 
of  design  and  operation.  It  is  the  ultimate  arbiter  of  quality 
and  style  of  life.  A  system  such  as  you  envisage  would  assure  • 
an  abundance  of  low-cost  energy  in  perpetuity,  thus  imposing  a 
predictable  pattern  upon  our  future. 

The  concommittant  of  an  abundance  of  energy  is  an  abundance 
of  products,  of  mobility,  of  communications  -  in  short  an  en- 
vironment of  abundance.  This  would  be,  and  even  now  is  in  the 
process  of  becoming,  the  greatest  revolution  in  the  long  and  tor- 
tuous history  of  human  culture  -  the  cross-over  from  societies 
of  scarcity  to  a  society  of  abundance.  You  probably  also  foresee 
this.  It  is,  at  this  time,  a  peculiarly  North  Amercian  problem,, 

What  you  may  not  have  considered  is  the  critical  path  that 
will  take  us  from  here  to  there.  This  letter  is  an  appeal,  or 
challenge,  asking  thajb  you  now  consider  the  cultural  and  economic 
roadblocks  that  (are  in- the  way,  and  further,  that  you  help  in  the 
immediate  task  of^educating  North  Americans  to  their  present  crisis 
and  their  probable  destiny. 

At  the  risk  of  iterating  the  obvious,  we  can  describe  the 
controlling  device  of  our  present  social  system  as  a  Price  System. 
A  Price  System  is  one  whereby  the  distribution  of  goods  and  ser- 
vices is  effected  by  a  medium  of  exchange  -  money,  or  its  equivalent. 
Money  of  course  is  accumulated  by  the  sale  or  exchange  of  man  hours 
and  its  derivative  products.  A  Price  System  is  a  value  system  in 
which  values  are  established  by  relative  degrees  of  scarcity  (whether 
the  scarcity  is  real  or  contrived) „  This  applies  to  the  value  of 
the  'man  hour'  as  well  as  to  the  product.   In  modern  societies  an 
elaborate  system  of  credit  for  future  man-hours  has  enabled  us  to 
build  a  gigantic  debt  -structure  to  underwrite  present  operations ^vM-M 
with  a  'mortgage'  against  the  future.  "Production  and  distribition 
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and  the  associated  debt  structure  are  largely  in  the  hands  of  a 
relatively  small  group  of  'private  enterprisers',  top  executives, 
and  large  investors  motivated  primarily  by  considerations  of  pro- 
fit. Many  institutions  are  established  solely  to  operate  and  per- 
petuate the  Price  System  and  its  values.  Few  of  our  institutions 
have  escaped  the  constraints  and  characteristics  of  that  system. 

A  condition  of  abundance  cannot  tolerate  -  cannot  co-exist  -  with 
a  value  system  and  its  institutions.  This  is  the  unresolved  and  un- 
resolvable  conflict  now  in  progress  in  our  society.  The  evidence  for 
this  interpretation  is  overwhelming. 

So  it  becomes  an  issue  of  abundance  versus  scarcity,  measurement 
versus  value,  science  versus  chaos.  Energy  conversion  -  steadily 
increasing  -  is  the  fuse,  the  fire  -  that  is  forcing  an  unstable 
mixture  of  social  pressures  toward  the  ignition  point.  The  con- 
tainer in  this  case  -  the  Price  System  -  is  too  limited,  too  small, 
to  absorb  the  thrust  of  unlimited  energy.  We  are  approaching  the 
critical  point  where  fundamental  change  becomes  inevitable.  It  will 
not  take  place  by  natural  processes  of  evolution  or  leisurely  adapta- 
tion. The  North  American  Price  System  will  simply  become  increasingly 
inad^uate  and  finally  inoperative* 

There  is  however,  the  alternative  of  an  energy-based  mode  of 
social  operation  that  is  compatable  with  high  and  increasing  energy 
conversion,  and  with  the  resulting  abundance  and  with  the  diminished 
requirement  for  man-hours  of  labor.  lou  may  be  familiar  with  it. 
It  is  Technocracy.  There  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  other  way. 

If  you  perceive  the  issue,  wont  you  help. . .while  there  is  still 
time  for  a  rational  approach? 

Sincerely, 


Walter  R.  Fryers. 


W&  SSm 

1 

'•    -                                                             i 

w&ffim*J&^^&*s?iii 

i  1 

■ -,  1    '.'  1 1  V=_»  r   1 

1 ""■'?*' ^H  ''''jT..,        »* 

